Readings
March 13 and 14, 2021

Numbers 21:4-9
4
From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the
Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but the people
became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke against God
and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of
Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no
water, and we detest this miserable food.” 6Then
the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they
bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 7The people came
to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against
the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the
serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And
the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it
on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and
live.” 9So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a
pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would
look at the serpent of bronze and live.
A

Word of God, word of life.

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
1
Give thanks to the LORD, for the | LORD is good,
for God’s mercy en- | dures forever.
2
Let the redeemed of the | LORD proclaim
that God redeemed them from the hand | of the foe,
3
gathering them in | from the lands;
from the east and from the west, from the north
and | from the south.
17
Some were fools and took re- | bellious paths;
through their sins they | were afflicted.
18
They loathed all man- | ner of food
and drew near | to death’s door.
19
Then in their trouble they cried | to the LORD
and you delivered them from | their distress. R
20
You sent forth your | word and healed them
and rescued them | from the grave.
21
Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for
your | steadfast love
and your wonderful works | for all people.
22
Let them offer sacrifices | of thanksgiving
and tell of your deeds with | shouts of joy. R

Ephesians 2:1-10
18
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of
God. 19For it is written,
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”
20
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is
the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the
wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the
world did not know God through wisdom, God decided,
through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those
who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire
wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block
to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are
the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God
and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than
human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human
strength.
A

Word of God, word of life.

Matthew 26:69-75
Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant
girl came up to him and said, “You also were with Jesus the
Galilean.” But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not
know what you mean.” And when he went out to the
entrance, another servant girl saw him, and she said to the
bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” And
again he denied it with an oath: “I do not know the man.”
After a little while the bystanders came up and said to
Peter, “Certainly you too are one of them, for your accent
betrays you.” Then he began to invoke a curse on himself
and to swear, “I do not know the man.” And immediately
the rooster crowed. And Peter remembered the saying of
Jesus, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three
times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.

